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CLEAN TECH OPPORTUNITIES 

New research from the Centre for Economic Performance 
in the Summer 2026 CentrePiece magazine 

 

Climate change and inequality are two of the most pressing challenges facing humanity. In the latest issue of 
CentrePiece, Anna Valero and colleagues show how investment in clean technology, such as energy 
generation from offshore wind, can create the sustainable economic growth that is the key to better living 
standards for all. 

Elsewhere in the magazine, we set out the economic evidence on the extent to which the UK economy has 
been damaged over the ten years since the Brexit referendum. And we pay tribute to the late Sir David Metcalf, 
former deputy director of CEP and a dedicated public servant. 

Also in the Summer 2026 issue: 

• Polarised futures: how the gap in political beliefs is shaping new technology 
• Purposeful work: going beyond performance-related pay  
• Talking rubbish: in-person visits ensure the success of recycling schemes 
• Ofsted: the effects of school inspection on headteachers’ careers 
• Working from home: benefits for public sector productivity 
• Delivery costs: why takeaway food apps can reinforce inequality  

 
Summer 2026 in full 
 
Informing industrial strategy for clean technologies 
Drawing on new evidence about innovation spillovers, Ralf Martin, Maxwell Read, Arjun Shah, Anna Valero 
and Dennis Verhoeven demonstrate which policy choices are most likely to strengthen local economies. 
 
Brexit has been an economic failure: here’s the evidence 
A decade after the UK’s decision to leave the EU, Thomas Sampson assesses what was expected, and what 
has happened, to the nation’s economy. 
 
Polarisation is not a myth 
Linking politics and innovation, Gaia Dossi and Marta Morando argue that political polarisation is not only a 
consequence of technological change but can shape which technologies are developed. 
 
Finding meaning at work 
Nava Ashraf, Oriana Bandiera, Virginia Minni and Luigi Zingales show how motivating employees through an 
intervention which helps workers’ find their sense of purpose can improve productivity and close gender gaps 
in priorities. 
 
Why waste segregation policies fail – and how training makes them work 
Swati Dhingra and Stephen Machin examine how in-person training transformed households’ participation in 
a recycling programme in Patna, India. 
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When Ofsted downgrades schools, headteachers pay the price 
Shqiponja Telhaj uncovers the impact of a high-risk, low-reward inspection system on school leaders and 
highlights the consequences for recruitment and retention. 
 
Remembering Sir David Metcalf 
Jonathan Wadsworth pays tribute to the widely admired economist who played a leading role in public life 
including as founding member of the Low Pay Commission and founding chair of the Migration Advisory 
Committee. 
 
In numbers: Working from home in the public sector 
Alessandra Fenizia and Tom Kirchmaier find that working from home can increase productivity. 
 
Q&A: Take-away findings from food delivery apps 
Ying Chen, Paul Cheshire, Xiangqing Wang and You-Sin Wang share their research on how food-delivery apps 
boost house prices – and rents. 
 
My must-read paper 
Swati Dhingra on the studies of international trade that inspired her. 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Notes for editors: 

1. CentrePiece is the magazine of the Centre for Economic Performance. It is published three times a year. The Summer 
2026 issue is Volume 31, Issue 2. 

2. Annual subscriptions for one year (3 issues): Individuals £13.00. Students £8.00. Organisations (UK and Europe) 
£30.00. Rest of world £39.00.  

Subscription information here.  

3. The Centre for Economic Performance is an independent research centre based at the London School of Economics 
and Political Science. Its members are from the LSE and a wide range of universities within the UK and around the world. 

4. For more information contact: 

Helen Ward, CentrePiece Editor – 07970 254872 Email: h.ward1@lse.ac.uk 

Martin Hannon, communications and events officer – Email: m.hannon@lse.ac.uk 

Lia Bergin, communications and events assistant - Email: l.bergin@lse.ac.uk  

CEP General – Email: cep.info@lse.ac.uk 
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