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AI AND THE FUTURE OF WORK 

New research from the Centre for Economic Performance 
in the Autumn 2025 CentrePiece magazine 

 

Artificial intelligence could help to improve the quality of jobs and productivity of workers, if companies 
promote wellbeing and training opportunities for employees, say Nobel laureate Christopher Pissarides and 
productivity expert Mary O’Mahony in the latest issue of CentrePiece magazine. 

Professor Pissarides advises that firms that prioritise staff wellbeing will be best placed to make a successful 
transition, while Professor O’Mahony underlines the continuing need for a school system that provides a 
rounded education and produces happy and resilient young people. 

Elsewhere in the redesigned CentrePiece magazine, Swati Dhingra, Shania Bhalotia and Danyal Arnold 
observe that UK service exporters have had fewer market opportunities in the European Union post-Brexit – 
pointing out that deglobalisation has real economic consequences. 

Also in the Autumn 2025 issue: 

• Mexican wave: lower-paid workers in Mexico gained from the US-China trade conflict 

• Valuing safety: the pandemic reveals what risks people are willing to take at work 

• Spanish fatherhood: use-it-or-lose-it paternity leave on full pay is changing social norms 

• Hiroshima: why the city centre re-emerged from destruction after the atomic bomb 

• Green space: city parks play a buffering role for residents’ wellbeing in stressful times 

• Fixed prices for books: the positive impact on booksellers’ efforts to boost demand 

• Peace and the pope: papal speeches associated with a reduction in violence 

• Land allocation in Tanzania: how greenfield urban planning can provide homes  

 
Skills in the age of AI  
Mary O’Mahony and Christopher Pissarides discuss how artificial intelligence is changing the structure of 
the economy, what that means for economic growth and the education is needed to prepare the next 
generation. 

Deglobalisation in disguise?  
Far from unleashing the UK’s global services potential, Swati Dhingra, Shania Bhalotia and Danyal Arnold 
show how Brexit has slowed it down, as non-tariff barriers affect UK exports of services. 

How the US-China trade conflict boosted exports and employment in Mexico  
The effects of China-US trade conflicts ripple across the globe, creating both disruption and opportunities. 
Research by Natalie Chen, Dennis Novy and Diego Solórzano find that changes in 2018/19 meant 
employment rose in Mexican firms that benefited from higher exports to the United States, but average 
wages fell as more lower-paid workers were hired. 
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Putting a value on safety  
During the pandemic, many workers were faced with a choice between losing income and being exposed to 
Covid-19. In their new study Massimo Anelli and Felix Koenig provide a way of measuring the value that 
workers placed on their safety. 

Supporting new fathers, Spanish style  
Simply offering paternity leave may not be enough for fathers to take time off work after their child is born. 
But making it the default option – or even compulsory for part of the time – can increase take up, reveal 
Lídia Farré, Libertad González, Claudia Hupkau and Jenifer Ruiz-Valenzuela.  

Hiroshima: urban resilience after the atomic bomb  
Kohei Takeda and Atsushi Yamagishi show how the re-emergence of Hiroshima’s pre-war urban structure 
was not a given, after such complete destruction. But was driven by residents’ expectations that the focal 
point of the city centre would recover.  

The value of green spaces  
Residents living near a park showed significantly fewer symptoms of mental ill-heath during the pandemic. 
Christian Krekel uses wellbeing data to calculate just how much parks are worth to city dwellers. 

Fixed prices for books 
Preventing competition on price could harm consumers, but Christos Genakos, Loren Sabatino and 
Tommaso Valletti show that when it comes to books, incentivising sellers to compete on service quality, 
brings an overall benefit to readers. 

In numbers: Peace and the pope 
How do public speeches by global leaders affect conflict? Mathieu Couttenier, Sophie Hatte, Lucile 
Laugerette and Tommaso Sonno show that overall, papal speeches are associated with a reduction in 
violence.  

Q&A: Allocating land for housing in Tanzania 
A successful approach to planning a residential area in Dar es Salaam relied on protecting owners’ property 
rights and preserving access through local roads, conclude J Vernon Henderson, Francisco Libano-Monteiro, 
Martina Manara, Guy Michaels and Tanner Regan.   

My must-read paper 
Christopher Pissarides explains how he was inspired by the economics of wellbeing. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Notes for editors: 

1. CentrePiece is the magazine of the Centre for Economic Performance. It is published three times a year. The Autumn 2025 
issue is Volume 30, Issue 3. 

2. Annual subscriptions for one year (3 issues): Individuals £13.00. Students £8.00. Organisations (UK and Europe) £30.00. 
Rest of world £39.00. Subscription information here.  

3. The Centre for Economic Performance is an independent research centre based at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science. Its members are from the LSE and a wide range of universities within the UK and around the world.  

4. For more information contact:  

Helen Ward, CentrePiece Editor – 07970 254872 Email: h.ward1@lse.ac.uk 
Martin Hannon, communications and events officer – Email: m.hannon@lse.ac.uk 
Lia Bergin, communications and events assistant - Email: l.bergin@lse.ac.uk 
CEP General – Email: cep.info@lse.ac.uk 
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