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SOLVING LABOUR SHORTAGES 

New research from the Centre for Economic Performance 
in the Spring 2022 CentrePiece magazine 

When can immigration help solve labour shortages? This month’s CentrePiece cover story explores 
the tricky balancing act between employment, pay, immigration and education that policy-makers 
must consider. Also in the Spring 2022 edition of the magazine of the Centre for Economic 
Performance (CEP): 

• Football, alcohol and violence: rise in domestic abuse on match days linked to binge drinking
• Covid-19 in India: the severe impact on the poorest households
• Lottery wins: how windfalls can help women become entrepreneurs
• Nobel laureates: using natural experiments to transform economics
• Capital spending in further education: student outcomes improve after major building works
• Brazilian football: how a ban on non-compete clauses empowered older players
• Remembering David Marsden: the broad-ranging contributions of a polymath

Football, alcohol and domestic abuse 
Reports of domestic abuse rise after football matches. Ria Ivandic, Tom Kirchmaier and Neus 
Torres Blas find that binge drinking is the key factor – with alcohol-linked violence against live-in 
partners happening more often on match days. 

India: the economic impact of Covid-19 
India has been hit hard by the pandemic, particularly during the second wave of the virus in the 
spring of 2021. Swati Dhingra and Maitreesh Ghatak reveal how the largest drop in GDP in the 
country’s history may still underestimate the economic damage experienced by the poorest 
households. 

What lottery wins reveal about the gender gap 
The UK has seen a rapid increase in self-employed workers over the last two decades, but only 
one-third are women. Sarah Flèche and colleagues analyse data on lottery winners to show that 
improving women’s access to capital could help reduce the gender gap in entrepreneurial activity. 

What have the 2021 Nobel laureates done for us? 
The 2021 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences was awarded to David Card, Joshua Angrist and 
Guido Imbens. Jörn-Steffen Pischke explains how the use of natural experiments in empirical 
economics, work in which they were pioneers, has ushered in much progress in the analysis of 
causal relationships, transforming the study of key policy challenges, including education, 
immigration and the minimum wage. 



The effects of college capital projects on student outcomes 
What can the UK government expect to get for its £1.5 billion investment in further education 
colleges? Claudia Hupkau and Sandra McNally investigate the benefits of capital projects in the 
sector and find that they help more students get a good qualification than previously thought. 
 
UK labour shortages and immigration: looking at the evidence 
Can the shortages of workers reported by the UK’s food and drink sector be solved by making it 
easier to hire migrants? How will wages in these sectors change? And is there a conflict between 
short- and long-term fixes? Alan Manning sets out the trade-offs involved in answering these 
questions. 
 
How Pelé changed Brazilian football (again) 
A ban on non-compete agreements in Brazilian football led to an increased lifetime income for 
players. But as research by Bernardo Guimaraes, João Paulo Pessoa and Vladimir Ponczek 
reveals, it was older players who gained the most, whereas the wages of young players fell. 
 
Remembering David Marsden 
David Marsden, who passed away in August 2021, was involved in CEP research for many years, 
working on employment and industrial relations, youth employment and training, performance-
related pay, performance management and individual employee voice. His long-time colleague 
David Metcalf recalls his broad-ranging contributions to academic life. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Notes for editors: 
 
1. CentrePiece is the magazine of the Centre for Economic Performance. It is published three times 
a year. The Spring 2022 issue is Volume 27, Issue 1. Cover price £5. 
 
2. Annual subscriptions for one year (3 issues): Individuals £13.00. Students £8.00. Organisations 
(UK and Europe) £30.00. Rest of world £39.00. To subscribe contact cep.info@lse.ac.uk 
 
3. The Centre for Economic Performance is an independent research centre based at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. Its members are from the LSE and a wide range of 
universities within the UK and around the world. 
 
4. For more information contact: 
Helen Ward, CentrePiece Editor – 07970 254872 Email: h.ward1@lse.ac.uk 
Martin Hannon, communications and events officer – Email: m.hannon@lse.ac.uk  
CEP General - Email: cep.info@lse.ac.uk  
https://cep.lse.ac.uk/_new/publications/centrepiece/ 
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