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GREEN GROWTH 

New research from the Centre for Economic Performance in the latest CentrePiece magazine 

Ahead of the United Nations climate change summit in Glasgow this autumn, this month’s CentrePiece cover story 
reviews the evidence on how clean technologies can raise living standards while cutting carbon emissions – and what 
governments can do to make this happen. Also in the Autumn 2021 edition of the magazine of the Centre for 
Economic Performance (CEP): 

• Coastal cities: the threat to urban housing from climate change, tropical storms and flooding
• Life chances of the young: the pandemic looks set to reduce UK social mobility even further
• Learning loss: education recovery programmes will need to be substantial
• Poland’s economy: a good performance during Covid-19 compared with many neighbours
• Gender pay gap: pay transparency policies are cheap and effective
• Volunteering: big increases in wellbeing for those who helped strangers during lockdown

Rising sea levels and the future of coastal cities 

Despite the higher susceptibility to floods and a growing climate crisis, more than 10% of the world’s population lives 
in low-elevation coastal zones – and that share is increasing. Guy Michaels and colleagues show how rising sea levels 
may reshape cities and what government policies could mitigate the problems they face. 

Move on up 

In the third and final anniversary lecture marking 30 years since the Centre began, CEP’s director Stephen Machin 
focused on social mobility. Covid-19 has only exacerbated the multitude of economic and social problems that make it 
more difficult for disadvantaged younger generations to ‘move on up’, and he sets out what can be done to address 
this including: reforming education admissions, not allowing places to be left behind and taking vocational education 
seriously. 

Green growth 

Many countries have plans for a ‘green recovery’ from the pandemic. Anna Valero reviews 30 years of CEP research 
into how environmental and industrial policies can be combined to achieve economic growth that is strong, 
sustainable and inclusive. 

Learning loss since lockdown 

Young people in education have lost significant amounts of time in school during the pandemic – and this carries risks 
of lifetime scars. Lee Elliot Major, Andrew Eyles and Stephen Machin reveal that school pupils have lost, on average, 
61 to 66 days of learning across the UK nations with poorest pupils losing out the most. 



Poland’s economy in the pandemic 

The Polish economy has largely managed to avoid the pandemic-induced troubles experienced in Western Europe. But 
as Paweł Bukowski and Wojtek Paczos argue, contrary to government claims of able stewardship, what has got the 
country through relatively unscathed is a combination of good fortune, making GDP a priority over health and 
restrictions centred more on personal freedoms than economic freedoms. 

Gender pay gap reporting: a crude but effective policy? 

Forcing UK employers to reveal their gender pay gap has been effective in its main goal of narrowing the gap, with the 
difference between women and men’s pay shrinking by just under a fifth at affected organisations, according to 
research by Jack Blundell. Women have a strong aversion to employers with wide pay gaps and some organisations 
have felt compelled to make changes to attract and retain them. 

 

Happy to help: NHS volunteering in Covid-19 times 

The Covid-19 crisis prompted thousands to register as NHS Volunteer Responders, helping vulnerable people with 
small daily tasks like shopping. Christian Krekel and colleagues find an increase in wellbeing among those who took 
part in the programme equivalent to about 25% of the wellbeing gained by being employed as opposed to being 
unemployed. The research also finds that the effects lasted long after the time spent volunteering had ended. 
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Notes for editors:  

1. CentrePiece is the magazine of the Centre for Economic Performance. It is published three times a year. The 
Autumn 2021 issue is Volume 26, Issue 3. Cover price £5. 
 

2. Annual subscriptions for one year (3 issues): Individuals £13.00. Students £8.00. Organisations (UK and Europe) 
£30.00. Rest of world £39.00 To subscribe contact cep.info@lse.ac.uk 
 

3. The Centre for Economic Performance is an independent research centre based at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. Its members are from the LSE and a wide range of universities within the UK 
and around the world.  
 

4. For more information contact:  
 
Romesh Vaitilingam, CentrePiece Editor - Email: romesh@vaitilingam.com  
Helen Ward – 07970 254872 Email: H.Ward1@lse.ac.uk  
CEP General - Email: cep.info@lse.ac.uk  
cep.lse.ac.uk/_new/publications/centrepiece/ 
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