
 

Annual Conference 2026 
Shendish Manor, London Rd, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 0AA 

Monday 18 – Tuesday 19 May, 2026 
 

Day one – Monday, 18 May 
  

09:00 Coach departs from campus 
  

10:45 Arrival 
  

11:00 Places – introduction by Guy Michaels, Daniel Sturm and Catherine Thomas 
11:30 Guy Michaels: Individual effects of slum demolitions: evidence from Victorian Britain 
12:00 Christian Hilber: Land use regulation, homeownership, and the cost of NIMBYism 

  

12:30 Lunch 
  

13:30 Jeremiah Dittmar: Political competition and economic divergence: urban development before and after the 
Black Death 

14:00 Thomas Sampson: Tariff confusion 
  

14:30 Break 
  

15:00 Crime and Policing - introduction by Tom Kirchmaier 
  

15:10 Emily Owens: Does management matter? Evidence from indigent defense in Texas 
  

15:40 People – introduction by Alan Manning and Richard Layard 
  

16:00 Barbara Petrongolo: The role of employment and employers in mental health 

16:30 Maria Cotofan: The unintended consequences of austerity: mental health and job satisfaction in the public 
sector 

  

17:30 Close of day one | Programme directors’ meeting 
  

19:00 Dinner 

Day two – Tuesday, 19 May 
  

10:05 People – introduction by Sandra McNally 
10:15 Tessa Hall: Who Benefits? Immigration and Consumer Prices in the UK 

10:45 Gu Ventura: Post-16 education and labour market trajectories: the role of skills, firm sorting and job-to-job 
mobility 

  

11:15 Break 
  

11:30 Organisations – introduction by Swati Dhingra and Anna Valero 
12:00 Clare Balboni: Clearing the air on the benefits and costs of road infrastructure 
12:30 Aurélien Saussay: Will green innovation augment or automate labor? 

  

13:00 Lunch 
  

14:00 Isabela Manelici: Managing innovation in firms 
14:30 Will Shepherd: British dynamism: ten updated facts 

  

15:00 Closing remarks 
  

15:45 Coach departs from the hotel 
 


