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Summary 

 We analyse how crime trends evolved during the Covid-19 pandemic.

 Police have recorded fewer crimes overall during the pandemic, but a larger share of

these are serious offences (such as violence). Note: these records exclude cybercrime.

 Violent crimes, which have been on the rise since 2014, remain at very high levels and

did not decrease because of the pandemic.

 Public order offences (incidents in which offenders cause public fear, alarm, or distress)

were on the rise pre-pandemic, and the trend has accelerated since Covid began.

 Except for online fraud, acquisitive offences - in which criminals obtain a material gain,

such as burglary or theft - are now less common than pre-Covid. During national

lockdowns, local acquisitive crimes decreased dramatically. Once lockdowns were lifted,

the rate remained very low (especially for shoplifting and robbery). This trend is likely

to remain, as more people work from home and shop online.

 During months of national lockdowns, the number of anti-social behaviour and drug

offences went up, but quickly returned to pre-pandemic levels once lockdowns ended.

 The pandemic has not decreased crimes uniformly. Some areas (37 per cent) had more

crimes in 2021 than during the same period in 2019. Unemployment and lower

educational attainment appear to be key characteristics of areas that had higher crimes in

2021. 

mailto:cep.info@lse.ac.uk
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1. Introduction 

The pandemic, and the associated lockdowns, have transformed many aspects of our lives with 

crime and policing being no exception. In a previous briefing, we analysed crime trends in 

England and Wales during the first months of national lockdown (from March to June 2020), 

and in the months post lockdown (from June to September 2020). We showed that there was 

an important decrease in crimes since the pandemic hit, and uncovered substantial variation 

across crime categories and geographical areas. Our objective in this report is to continue 

exploring the general crime trends by extending our analysis up to December 2021. We focus 

on crimes reported by Police UK, which reports monthly data by lower level super-output area 

(LSOA; a statistical geographic unit). This excludes online fraud from the analysis, since the 

data is not publicly available on Police UK. Our study contributes to the ongoing research 

documenting crime trends in the context of the pandemic in England and Wales.1 

Kirchmaier and Villa-Llera (2020) showed that all crimes decreased during the first lockdown, 

except for anti-social behaviour and drug offences. This reflected how the pandemic created a 

new type of offence (breaching social distancing restrictions, which are recorded as anti-social 

behaviour), and the fact that a lower density of people in the streets helped police identify and 

investigate drug trafficking. Fast-forwarding to today, and after two years of Covid, anti-social 

behaviour and drug offences appear to have stabilised and are comparable to before the 

pandemic. Levels of most acquisitive crimes remain substantially lower, and yet other crimes 

(such as public order offences) are increasing. Our previous analysis also revealed 

heterogeneity in crime trends by socioeconomic indicators. We argued back then that areas 

with higher levels of unemployment pre-pandemic had seen a smaller decline in crimes than 

the rest.2  

In section 2, we discuss the most recent crime figures with a focus on the differences in trends 

between acquisitive and non-acquisitive crimes. Section 3 presents two analyses of crime 

trends and their relationship with socioeconomic indicators. We first show that the general 

trend (the fact that there are lower levels of acquisitive crimes, and high violence and public 

order offences) is driven by areas with high unemployment (which also had higher levels of 

crimes to start with). We also show that in more than a third of LSOAs in country, the police 

reported more crimes in 2021 than in 2019 and analyse the determinants of this phenomenon. 

We model the probability of having more crimes in 2021 as a function of socioeconomic 

indicators and again conclude that unemployment is a key predictor of higher crime rates, 

together with educational attainment. Section 4 concludes. 

  

                                                           
1 For other recent papers analysing the ongoing effects of the pandemic on crime in the UK see Diaz et al (2021), 

Langton et al (2021), and Neanidis and Rana (2021), among others.  

2 We use the count of claimants for Job Seekers Allowance and Universal Credit as a proxy for unemployment 

in small areas.  
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2. Evolution of crime trends after Covid-19 

We base our analysis on a complete panel of publicly available crime records for England and 

Wales, which contain data from April 2010 until December 2021. 3 In order to study the effect 

of the pandemic, we focus on the period from January 2017 to December 2021, and plot de-

seasonalised monthly crimes (in thousands) for England and Wales in Figure 1 below.4 The 

full time series (since 2010) are plotted in Figure A2 in the Appendix.  

De-seasonalising the data allows us to control for the particularities of each month that affect 

crime (for instance, some crimes are more prominent during warmer months). The dashed areas 

in the graphs indicate the periods of national lockdowns, and Table 1 below summarises the 

timeline for each of the three national lockdowns up to date.5 Given that only a month passed 

since the end of the second lockdown and the beginning of the third (during the Christmas 

break of 2020), we decided to report them in the graph as a continuous lockdown period for 

ease of interpretation.6 

Table 1 – National lockdown periods in England  

First lockdown 26th March 2020 – 15th June 2020 

Second lockdown 5th November 2020 – 2nd December 2020 

Third lockdown 6th January 2021 – 12th April 2021 

 

The graphs can be interpreted as follows. The months in which crimes are below zero had fewer 

crimes than expected given seasonal trends. For instance, in March 2020 there were about 2,000 

fewer robberies than in the average month of March observed since 2010. The graphs highlight 

how in recent months, all acquisitive crimes are at much lower levels than they were before 

Covid hit. Acquisitive crimes were on a downward trend, with the pandemic accelerating this 

trend (lowering to previously unseen levels; see Appendix A2). Theft is slowly converging 

back to pre-pandemic levels, but overall these crime categories remain low.7 The decrease in 

acquisitive offences is particularly strong in periods of national lockdown. We observe that 

acquisitive crimes increase slightly once lockdown restrictions are lifted, but the numbers 

                                                           
3 We download all data available in Police UK, which contains crimes reported by the police on Lower-Super-

Output-Area (LSOA, our spatial unit of analysis) level since 2010. There is a total of 34,750 LSOAs in our 

database, with crime records between 2010 and December 2021. Given that several police forces have not 

reported data in recent months, and that some crime categories are not available for earlier years we only show 

those LSOAs and crime categories for which we have a complete panel. Therefore, the figures plotted may 

depict numbers slightly lower than the total offences across England and Wales and may differ from other 

publicly available reports. Assuming the lack of reporting is not correlated with differential crime levels and 

compositions, this is an accurate proxy for the total number of offences in the country.  
4 The de-seasonalised data are obtained from regressing total monthly crime figures on month dummies. This 

allows to de-mean the data with respect to its typical month levels. Plots of the raw data (without de-

seasonalising) are available in Figure A1 of the Appendix. We plot the restricted time series for easier 

interpretation of recent trends (the last three years).  
5 Adapted from the history of English lockdown laws reported by the House of Commons (2021). 
6  The dates are a rough representation of the periods in which the strictest mobility restrictions were imposed. 

The start dates are when the lockdowns entered into force, and the end dates are those on which non-essential 

shops were allowed to open, or when the lockdown was formally lifted.  
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remain very low. As more people choose to work from home, and many shops remained shut, 

there are fewer opportunities for criminals to commit acquisitive crimes. We believe this trend 

is likely to continue as we transition to a society in which remote working and online shopping 

become commonplace. Having said this, recent online fraud figures reported by ONS show 

that there was a 53 per cent increase in remote banking fraud as opportunities for scams opened 

up for fraudsters, which offset the reduction in other types of crime. As many other activities 

have shifted online during the pandemic, acquisitive crimes have too. 

Figure 1A – Acquisitive crimes (de-seasonalised, thousands) 

The plot shows monthly crimes in England and Wales as reported by Police UK after adjusting 

for monthly trends. We include only LSOAs for which we have non-missing data since 2017. 

The unadjusted figures are available in the Appendix in Figure A1a.  

 

Robbery 

 

 

Burglaries 

 

 

 

Shoplifting 

    

 

Theft 
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On the contrary, when we study non-acquisitive crimes in Figure 1B we observe that levels of 

anti-social behaviour and drug offences are higher than average during the months of national 

lockdowns. While drug offences have returned to the pre-pandemic mean recently, anti-social 

behaviour has decreased after the second lockdown. Violence had been rising for several years 

before the pandemic (since 2014), and Covid doesn’t seem to have stopped this. Rates of 

violence remain very high. Public order offences, on the rise pre-pandemic, appeared to 

increase faster in the two periods after the restrictions were lifted.   

Figure 1B – Non-acquisitive crimes (de-seasonalised, thousands) 

The plot shows monthly crimes in England and Wales as reported by Police UK after 

adjusting for monthly trends. We include only LSOAs for which we have non-missing data 

since 2017. The unadjusted figures are available in the Appendix in Figure A1b.  
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Consistent with this, Figure 2 depicts the share of total reported crimes. We observe a decline 

in the share of acquisitive offences since 2019. The decline is quite remarkable, as the share of 

acquisitive offences fell from 25.3 per cent in 2019 to 18.2 per cent in 2020, and 18.7 per cent 

by September 2021. Therefore, violent crimes now represent a larger share of the police’s 

burden, with 31.7 per cent now vs 28.3 per cent before the pandemic. We also observe a relative 

increase in public order offences. 

Figure 2 – Composition of crimes April to September 2019, 2020, and 2021 

The plot shows the proportion of crimes that each crime category represented in England and 

Wales as reported by Police UK. CDAO stands for criminal damage and arson. The All 

acquisitive category includes theft (all categories), robbery, shoplifting and burglary. See 

Section 3 for a detailed explanation of the observation period. 

 

The publicly available figures do not allow us to distinguish types of violent offences, but the 

latest available data from London (through the Crime Data Dashboard from the Metropolitan 

Police Service) reveals that the rise in violence in 2020 and 2021 is concentrated in the 

‘Violence Without Injury’ category. Nonetheless, severe violent categories such as homicides 

remain at relatively high levels. During Autumn 2021 the number of homicides averaged at 12 

monthly, and the series in Figure 4 reveals that the trend hasn’t been substantially impacted by 

the pandemic. The highest levels in recent years were recorded in February 2018 (with 18 

murders monthly), and while the recent figures are not as high, homicides remain a major 

concern in the capital.  
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Figure 3 – Composition of violent crimes 2019, 2020, and 2021 (April to Dec) - London 

The plot depicts the proportion of violent crimes that each crime category represented in 

London (MPS data) for the period April to December.  

 

Figure 4 – London homicides, January 2019 to December 2021 

The plot depicts the number and trend of monthly homicides recorded in London (MPS data) 

from January 2019 to December 2021 

 

  

Homicides 

represent less 

than 1% of all 

violence offences 
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3. Understanding the drivers of crime 

In Kirchmaier and Villa-Llera (2020), we argue that changes in crime rates during and after the 

lockdown were correlated with economic indicators, and in particular with the proportion of 

population claiming either Jobseeker’s Allowance or Universal Credit, which we call 

“claimants” or “claimant rate”. Using LSOA as the spatial unit of analysis, we create four 

groups of areas in England and Wales: 1) low claimants (who had below median claimant rates 

before the pandemic), and a low increase in claimants during the pandemic (vs median); 2) 

initially low claimants, but high increase; 3) initially a higher claimant rate, but a relatively 

lower increase in claimants during the pandemic; and finally, 4) areas which had worse labour 

markets pre-pandemic, and which suffered an above-median increase.  

Table A1 summarises the crime rates for each of these groups in terms of labour market 

characteristics for 2019, 2020 and 2021. Our annual observation period is April to December. 

We exclude the months January to March, given that the pandemic started in March 2020. We 

include the annual growth in crime rates, as well as the difference in crime rates between high 

claimant, high increase (high-high) areas, and low claimants low increase (low-low) areas.   

The table shows that some offences, such as anti-social behaviour, drugs, public order, and 

violence and sex offences were above average in 2021 (consistent with our previous analysis 

comparing acquisitive vs non acquisitive trends). The direction of crime trend changes is 

equivalent across socio-economic categories. Acquisitive crimes too decrease across all 

categories.  

The table also reveals the large inequality in crime rates across the country. Areas with a more 

secure labour market (low claimant rates, and which were very resilient to the pandemic) have 

one less crime per 1,000 population in both the anti-social behaviour and in violent offence 

categories, than in areas with high unemployment. To put these findings into context and take 

into account the vast differences across different areas in the country, we run a regression of 

crimes with seasonal, year dummies, area controls, as well as labour market indicators.  

In the equation below, 𝐶𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒𝑖𝑦𝑚  indicates crimes in a LSOA (i), month (m), year (t) in log-

scale (which allows us to mitigate the effect of outliers, and to interpret our coefficients as 

growth rates). 𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡 is a dummy variable indicating whether a given observation is after March 

2020 (i.e. an indicator for the pandemic period). We control for the state of the pre-pandemic 

labour market LSOA by creating an indicator variable called 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ 𝐶𝑙𝑎𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑠 if a LSOA had 

above-median claimant levels pre-pandemic. 8  Besides the initial claimant level, we are 

interested in the growth rate in claimants over the course of the pandemic (based on claimant 

data from October 2021). This allows us to create an indicator variable 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑒 that is 

equal to 1 if the increase in a particular LSOA was above the median. We then interact our 

labour market indicator variables with the pandemic-period identifier Post to assess its impact 

on crimes post-Covid.  

                                                           
8 We first look at claimants between 2017 and 2019 across the country. We then look, for each LSOA whether 

they were above or below the national median.  
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𝐶𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒𝑖𝑦𝑚 = 𝛽0 +  𝛽1𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡𝑦𝑚 ∗ 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ 𝐶𝑙𝑎𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑠𝑖

+ 𝛽2𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡𝑦𝑚 ∗ 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑖 + 𝛽3𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡𝑦𝑚 ∗ 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ 𝐶𝑙𝑎𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑠𝑖

∗ 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑖 +  𝑀𝑚 + 𝑌𝑦 + 𝐿𝑆𝑂𝐴𝑖 + 𝜖𝑖𝑦𝑚 

The area fixed effects, denoted by 𝐿𝑆𝑂𝐴𝑖  allow us to consider area characteristics such as 

whether an area has higher population density or higher crime rates (across all periods in the 

sample). Other unobservable characteristics such as whether an LSOA has a police station 

would also be captured in this way. By including the area dummies, we effectively de-mean all 

crimes by the LSOA average. By including month and year fixed effects, we remove 

seasonality in the data (for instance, we control for the fact that some crimes are more common 

in the hot months), and the general trend (the yearly effect across the country). 

The negative coefficients in the interaction between 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ𝐶𝑙𝑎𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑠 and 𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡 tells us that 

areas with higher unemployment rates pre-pandemic now have fewer crimes than the rest of 

the country, while positive coefficients reveal the opposite. In fact, we observe that the high-

claimant areas are the drivers of the patterns we observe in the general trends discussed in 

Section 1 (lower levels of acquisitive crimes, but higher levels of violent crimes and public 

order offences). The interpretation is the same for the 𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ𝐼𝑛𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑒 and 𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡 interaction. 9  

We run the regression separately for London (selecting only LSOAs in the police force area of 

the London Metropolitan Police). The regression, in Table A4 shows that in London bicycle 

thefts have been higher than average since March 2020, and that violent crimes have in fact 

been higher than average. There are therefore substantial differences with respect to the rest of 

the country. In London, the pre-pandemic level of claimants is not predictive of higher crime 

rates. However, some crimes (Anti-social behaviour, public order, vehicle theft and violent 

offences) in London have concentrated more in areas with a higher increase in claimants during 

the pandemic.  

We dig deeper into the change in crimes pre- and post-pandemic by comparing total crime 

levels in 2021 to those in 2019 for each LSOA. We select all months between for 2019 and 

2021, and calculate for each LSOA (i) and different crime categories:  

Δ𝐶𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒𝑠𝑖,2019−2021 =  𝐶𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒𝑠𝑖,2021 − 𝐶𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒𝑠𝑖,2019  

Table 2 shows summary statistics for these delta variables, the changes over time, revealing 

that the distribution is very skewed towards negative values (as expected - because crimes have 

decreased in aggregate terms), but also that there is substantial heterogeneity. In some LSOAs, 

                                                           
9 We provide an example to interpret the coefficients depending on the area characteristics using the example of 

Drugs. In the case of Drugs, there are now 1.4 per cent more drug offences across the country than there were 

pre-March 2020 (this is the Post coefficient). If you are in an area in which many jobs were destroyed during the 

pandemic, there are now 2.8 per cent more drug offences (you obtain this by adding up the Post coefficient to 

the coefficient in the High Increase and Post interaction). If, on top of that you also had higher pre-pandemic 

unemployment drug crimes are 3.9 per cent higher (this is obtained from adding up the significant coefficients 

in Post, High Increase, and the triple interaction).  
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we observe up to 153 more crimes (including anti-social behaviour offences) in 2021 than for 

the same period in 2019. Some LSOAs have up to 59 more violent crimes in 2021 than in 2019. 

Table 2 – Summary statistics, change in crimes between 2019 and 2021 

The table shows summary statistics of the increase in crimes between 2019 and 2021, for 

selected crime categories in England and Wales and on the LSOA level. We include only 

LSOAs for which we have non-missing data. ASB stands for Anti-social behaviour. VIOSEX 

stands for violence and sex offences. 

  Mean Std. Dev. Min Max N 

Change in Total crimes -15.67 51.26 -1646 153 34,753 

Change in ASB 0.126 11.32 -227 65 34,753 

Change in Acquisitive -9.84 17.89 -665 55 34,753 

Change in Drugs 0.041 3.57 -80 33 34,753 

Change in Public Order 1.25 6.89 -174 103 34,753 

Change in VIOSEX 0.204 11.79 -270 59 34,753 

 

The map in Figure 3A summarises the changes in total crime for England and Wales. The red 

areas had more crimes in 2021 than for the same period in 2019, the yellow areas had similar 

levels of crime, and the green areas had less crimes. Most parts of the country had similar or 

more levels of total crimes (including anti-social behaviour offences). We find pockets of 

higher crime rates across England and Wales, but particularly in the North and West of the 

country, and in the Thames Valley area. 
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Figure 3A – Difference in total crimes (including anti-social behaviour) 2021-2019 

The map shows the difference in number of crimes (including Anti-social behaviour) in 

England and Wales in 2021 vs 2019, as reported by Police UK. We select months from January 

to December.  
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Figure 3B – Difference in total violence and sex offences 2021-2019 

The map shows the difference in total violent crimes in England and Wales in 2021 vs 2019, 

as reported by Police UK. We select months from January to December.  
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To understand more about the characteristics of areas where crimes increased over the course 

of the pandemic, we model the probability of having a positive change as a function of socio-

economic characteristics. The objective is to obtain predicted probabilities based on the 

characteristics of each LSOA. Given that probabilities only exist between 0 and 1 we choose 

to run a non-linear model (in this case Probit). In the equation below, 𝑋 is a vector of socio-

economic characteristics, and 𝛽 is a vector of coefficients. We report selected coefficients in 

Table 3. The interpretation of the coefficients is as follows, positive coefficients indicate that 

the variable affects the probability of an LSOA having positive crimes positively.  

Pr( 𝐶𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒𝑠𝑖,2019−2021 > 0) = 𝜙(𝑋𝛽) 

Labour market indicators (as per above) appear to be positive and significant predictors of 

higher crime in 2021 in all categories. Areas with higher proportions of lone parent families, 

lower educational attainment, and a population with worse health on average are more likely 

to have more crimes in 2021 than in 2019 across all categories.  All these coefficients must be 

interpreted ceteris paribus. Areas with a larger proportion of Black minorities do not 

concentrate higher violence and sex and public order crimes, but do have higher rates in other 

crime categories. Areas with a larger proportion of Asian residents have higher acquisitive 

crimes and drug trafficking offences. 
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Table 3 – Probit regression of the change in crimes in 2021 and 2019 on socioeconomic 

characteristics 

The dependent variables indicate whether an LSOA had more crimes in 2021 than for the 

same period in 2019 for different crime categories. ASB stands for anti-social behaviour. The 

control variables High Claimants and High Increase are calculated using the claimant count 

monthly, downloaded from Nomis. The rest of the controls come from the 2011 Census. We 

also control for the log of crimes in 2019, and population density. A constant is included but 

omitted in the output. Standard errors are heteroskedasticity robust.  

  𝚫Total 

Crime 
𝚫ASB 𝚫Acquisitive 𝚫Drugs 𝚫Public 

Order 

𝚫Violence 

& Sex 

              

High Unemployment 0.190*** 0.125*** 0.043 0.020 0.063** 0.283*** 

 
(0.026) (0.026) (0.032) (0.026) (0.027) (0.026) 

High Increase 0.249*** 0.064*** 0.139*** 0.141*** 0.031 0.256*** 

 
(0.022) (0.021) (0.027) (0.022) (0.022) (0.022) 

Perc. Black 0.403** 1.119*** 1.775*** 0.783*** -1.787*** -1.335*** 

 
(0.164) (0.167) (0.183) (0.166) (0.164) (0.162) 

Perc. Asian -0.268*** -0.916*** 0.228*** 0.369*** -0.417*** -0.365*** 

 
(0.075) (0.076) (0.088) (0.075) (0.076) (0.074) 

Perc. lone parent families 1.175*** -0.329 0.952*** 1.067*** 0.957*** 1.146*** 

 
(0.233) (0.229) (0.276) (0.241) (0.234) (0.230) 

Perc. no qualifications 1.162*** 1.490*** 2.362*** 0.494*** 0.064 -1.508*** 

 
(0.127) (0.131) (0.162) (0.131) (0.129) (0.129) 

Perc. bad health 1.694*** 1.472*** 1.114** 0.360 2.102*** -1.051** 

 
(0.455) (0.436) (0.542) (0.462) (0.448) (0.443) 

       
Observations 22,863 22,863 22,863 22,863 22,863 22,863 

Mean 0.377 0.536 0.174 0.394 0.544 0.506 
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4. Conclusion  

The pandemic and associated lockdowns have affected crime levels both in the short and long 

term. Evidence from England and Wales shows that they lead to a large decrease in all 

categories except anti-social behaviour and drug offences. In recent months, when no national 

lockdown has been imposed, these categories appear to have returned to trend.  

Covid-19 appears to have had a lasting effect in reducing rates of acquisitive offences. As more 

businesses have adapted to staff working from home, acquisitive crimes have remained at lower 

levels - even after the lifting of lockdown restrictions. We believe this is likely to remain as 

remote working and online shopping become commonplace.  

Some crimes, however, are resilient to the pandemic. Violence, which was at very high levels 

pre-Covid remains at very high levels and represents a larger share of total offences. Public 

order offences have accelerated during 2020 and 2021. The police, albeit reporting lower 

crimes in aggregate terms, seem to be dealing with more serious incidents (like violence and 

public order offences). Data from London reveal that in 2021 there were also more violent 

offences without injury. 

We find pockets of high crime rates across the country. Leveraging public data on socio-

economic indicators reveals that the crime trends are driven by changes in high crime areas, 

which are also high-unemployment areas. Lower-quality labour markets and lower educational 

attainment appear to be key predictors of an increase in crimes. In this light, policies to reduce 

unemployment, and reduce educational inequalities would also have a positive impact on 

observed crime levels.  
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Appendix  

Table A1 – Summary statistics, crime rates per LSOA group  

The table shows crime per 1000 population per crime and LSOA category. Low (or high) claimants indicates that LSOAs had below (or above) 

median claimant rates pre-pandemic. Low (or high) increase indicates that the claimant rate increased above (or below) median since the pandemic 

began. The number of LSOAs in the low-low category is 13,153; the number in Low High is 4,379; in High Low there are 4,364, and in High 

High there are 12,857. 

Year Group  Anti-Social 

Behaviour 

Bicycle 

Theft 
Burglary Drugs Poss. 

Weapons 

Public 

Order 
Robbery Shoplifting Theft Vehicle Violence & Sex 

offences 

Low Claimant - Low 

Increase 

                      

2019 
 

0.79 0.05 0.36 0.08 0.03 0.27 0.03 0.11 0.03 0.39 1.01 

2020 
 

1.13 0.04 0.23 0.10 0.03 0.29 0.02 0.08 0.02 0.28 1.02 

2021 
 

0.83 0.04 0.21 0.08 0.03 0.36 0.02 0.09 0.02 0.28 1.14 

Growth 2019-2021(%) 5 -12 -42 -2 -4 32 -33 -23 -30 -29 13 

Low Claimant - High 

Increase 

                      

2019 
 

1.02 0.10 0.43 0.14 0.04 0.37 0.08 0.17 0.09 0.54 1.33 

2020 
 

1.38 0.09 0.29 0.17 0.04 0.40 0.05 0.13 0.04 0.42 1.32 

2021 
 

1.05 0.08 0.26 0.15 0.04 0.48 0.05 0.13 0.06 0.41 1.49 

Growth 2019-2021(%) 3 -19 -39 9 -11 30 -38 -24 -35 -24 12 

High Claimant - Low 

Increase 

                      

2019 
 

1.52 0.08 0.45 0.17 0.06 0.65 0.06 0.24 0.05 0.45 2.09 

2020 
 

2.00 0.07 0.33 0.21 0.06 0.69 0.05 0.17 0.03 0.34 2.07 

2021 
 

1.52 0.07 0.31 0.19 0.06 0.80 0.05 0.19 0.04 0.33 2.29 

Growth 2019-2021(%) 0 -13 -33 9 -8 22 -23 -22 -29 -28 10 

High Claimant - High 

Increase 

           

2019 
 

1.68 0.14 0.57 0.30 0.09 0.72 0.18 0.29 0.15 0.68 2.29 

2020 
 

2.12 0.14 0.43 0.35 0.09 0.75 0.13 0.22 0.09 0.55 2.27 

2021 
 

1.70 0.14 0.40 0.32 0.09 0.88 0.12 0.23 0.12 0.54 2.47 

Growth 2019-2021(%) 1 -4 -31 5 -9 22 -32 -20 -21 -21 8 

  
           

High High - Control 

number of crimes 

(2021) 

0.87 0.09 0.19 0.24 0.06 0.52 0.10 0.14 0.10 0.26 1.33 
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Table A2 - Within-LSOA regressions of crime rates  

The table shows the results of running OLS regressions of crimes (in log form) on dummy variables indicating to which group each LSOA belongs 

(calculated as described above), and dummy variables indicating whether a given month is after the pandemic began. All specifications include 

month, year, and LSOA fixed effects. Standard errors are heteroskedasticity robust. A constant is included but omitted in the output.  

  
Anti-Social 

Behaviour 

Bicycle 

Theft 
Burglary Drugs Poss. 

Weapons 

Public 

Order 
Robbery Shoplifting Theft Vehicle Violence & 

Sex offences 

                        

Post March 2020 0.291*** 0.005 -0.044*** 0.014*** -0.021*** -0.069*** -0.040*** -0.034*** -0.085*** -0.090*** -0.116*** 

 (0.003) (0.006) (0.003) (0.003) (0.004) (0.003) (0.005) (0.004) (0.008) (0.003) (0.003) 

High Increase * Post 0.000 0.000 -0.028*** 0.014*** -0.000 0.026*** -0.007 -0.025*** -0.068*** 0.014*** 0.053*** 

 (0.005) (0.007) (0.004) (0.004) (0.004) (0.003) (0.006) (0.006) (0.014) (0.004) (0.004) 

High Claimant * Post -0.119*** -0.010 -0.009*** 0.006* 0.005 0.068*** 0.005 -0.037*** -0.016 -0.020*** 0.105*** 

 (0.005) (0.007) (0.003) (0.004) (0.004) (0.003) (0.005) (0.006) (0.012) (0.004) (0.003) 

High Claim * High Inc * 

Post 

0.075*** 0.010 0.012** 0.005 0.005 -0.004 -0.021*** -0.003 0.041** 0.009* -0.076*** 

 (0.007) (0.009) (0.005) (0.005) (0.006) (0.005) (0.008) (0.009) (0.018) (0.005) (0.005) 

            

Month FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

LSOA FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

            

Observations 3,829,771 456,981 2,279,164 970,257 234,030 1,339,004 467,793 852,880 303,592 2,175,346 2,810,937 

R-squared 0.511 0.472 0.198 0.375 0.282 0.416 0.351 0.703 0.655 0.213 0.497 

 

  



19 
 

Table A3 - Within-LSOA regressions of crime rates – London only 

The table shows the results of running OLS regressions of crimes (in log form) on dummy variables indicating to which group each LSOA belongs 

(calculated as described above), and dummy variables indicating whether a given month is after the pandemic began. We include only observations 

recorded by the Metropolitan Police Service. All specifications include month, year, and LSOA fixed effects. Standard errors are heteroskedasticity 

robust. A constant is included but omitted in the output. 

  

Anti-Social 

Behaviour 
Bicycle Theft Burglary Drugs 

Poss. 

Weapons 

Public 

Order 
Robbery Shoplifting Theft Vehicle 

Violence & 

Sex 

offences 

Post March 2020 0.281*** 0.044*** -0.046*** 0.026*** -0.006 -0.032*** -0.008 -0.013 -0.061*** -0.120*** -

0.051***  (0.010) (0.014) (0.008) (0.009) (0.009) (0.009) (0.011) (0.013) (0.018) (0.009) (0.008) 

High Increase * Post 0.034*** 0.008 -0.008 0.010 -0.005 0.032*** -0.005 -0.009 -0.018 0.033*** 0.046*** 

 (0.012) (0.014) (0.009) (0.008) (0.009) (0.009) (0.011) (0.016) (0.019) (0.010) (0.010) 

High Claimant * Post -0.045* -0.008 0.012 0.005 0.012 0.046*** -0.013 -0.000 0.001 0.008 0.065*** 

 (0.025) (0.019) (0.014) (0.013) (0.012) (0.014) (0.015) (0.021) (0.027) (0.015) (0.016) 

High Claim * High Inc * Post 0.035 0.015 0.010 -0.000 -0.001 -0.015 -0.020 -0.021 0.008 -0.016 -

0.076***  (0.027) (0.022) (0.016) (0.015) (0.014) (0.016) (0.018) (0.025) (0.030) (0.017) (0.019) 

Month FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

LSOA FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

            
Observations 432,441 62,791 287,480 130,996 25,463 147,214 93,576 79,878 54,047 310,858 324,912 

R-squared 0.435 0.258 0.148 0.219 0.180 0.306 0.198 0.576 0.388 0.181 0.418 
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Figure A1a – Non-acquisitive crimes (thousands) 

The plot shows monthly crimes in England and Wales as reported by Police UK. We include 

only LSOAs for which we have non-missing data since 2017.  
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Figure A1b – Acquisitive crimes trends (thousands) 

The plot shows monthly crimes in England and Wales as reported by Police UK. We include 

only LSOAs for which we have non-missing data since 2017.  

 

Robbery 

 

 

 

Shoplifting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burglary 

 

 

 

Theft 

 



22 
 

Figure A2a – Full series for non-acquisitive crime categories (thousands) 

The plot shows monthly crimes in England and Wales as reported by Police UK.  
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Figure A2b – Full series for acquisitive crime categories (thousands) 

The plot shows monthly crimes in England and Wales as reported by Police UK.  
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